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Trinity students work to 
beautify the Corridor of Hope 
on Capitol Avenue, a stretch of 
road between Laurel and Forest 
streets that is the focus of 
Hartford Cares, a Leadership 
Greater Hartford initiative.
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The 2014 Do It Day brought together an army of Trinity 
volunteers–approximately 700 individuals–who headed out 
across the Greater Hartford area on the first Saturday of 
September to see what could be accomplished in a day. As it 
turns out, quite a lot!
More than 50 community organizations hosted volunteers, 
who tackled projects including gardening, painting, office 
work, inspecting and packing produce, constructing benches 
and tables, reading to children, picking up litter, and maintain-
ing trails, parks, and the riverfront.
City parks beautified by Do It Day teams included Pope and 
Keney parks. Two historic landmark organizations–the Mark 
Twain and Harriet Beecher Stowe houses–were among the 
beneficiaries of volunteers’ efforts, as was Foodshare, an 
agency dedicated to fighting hunger. Leadership Greater 
Hartford and Hartford Habitat for Humanity (whose executive 
director is Trinity alumna Karraine Moody ’01) also hosted Do 
It Day volunteers. Arts and media nonprofits were well served, 
too, with Hartford Artisans Weaving Center, Cinestudio, and 
WRTC Radio among those welcoming volunteers.
Trinity alumni rolled up their sleeves along with current 
students, faculty, staff, and friends, with a group of Boston-area 
alumni organizing a satellite Do It Day that took place the same 
day in the capital city of Massachusetts.
This past fall’s Do It Day co-coordinators, Sarah Wolcott ’15 
and Trinity College Student Body Award Scholar Liznel 
Aybar-Ventura ’15, spent much of the summer on campus, 
working to lay the groundwork for a successful event. Their 
supervisor on this effort, Joe Barber, director of the Office of 
Community Service and Civic Engagement, says the growth of 
Do It Day over the years has been remarkable. “The first year, 
we had about 150 volunteers, which was impressive for just 
getting started. For the past four years or so, we have seen it up 
to about 700,” he says, noting that number includes those who 
pitch in with registration and driving students to Do It Day 
sites. “The event wouldn’t happen if not for all the sports 
teams, Greek organizations, and other groups that provide a lot 
of volunteers,” says Barber, “plus individuals who sign up for 
Do It Day and all the behind-the-scenes volunteers, orchestrat-
ing and providing support back on campus.”
DO IT DAY
T R I N I T Y ’ S  1 6 T H  A N N UA L
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2 FACULTY MEMBERS  
HONORED  FOR BOOKS
K E V I N  M C M A H O N,  C H R I S  H AG E R  W I N  AWA R D S
Two faculty members–Kevin J. McMahon, John R. Reitemeyer Professor 
of Political Science, and Christopher Hager, associate professor of English–
recently received honors for their books.  
McMahon was awarded the Erwin N. Griswold Prize from the Supreme  
Court Historical Society. The organization does not award the prize every year 
but names a winner when a book on Supreme Court history stands out enough  
to merit the recognition. For just the seventh time, and the first time since 
2009, the society named a winner: McMahon’s Nixon’s Court: His 
Challenge to Judicial Liberalism and Its Political Consequences.
Many scholars have held that President Richard Nixon failed in 
his efforts to challenge the liberal approach of the Warren court. In 
Nixon’s Court, McMahon maintains that Nixon’s strategy was in 
fact a success from both a legal and political perspective. He argues 
that Nixon was able to earn the Supreme Court’s endorsement of 
his highest priorities while simultaneously laying the foundation of 
an electoral alliance that would dominate presidential politics for a 
generation. The 2011 book, published by The University of Chicago 
Press, was named the 2012 CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title. 
As the recipient of the Griswold Prize, McMahon was set to 
deliver a lecture on his book in the chamber of the U.S. Supreme 
Court in early 2015, with an introduction by a current Supreme 
Court justice. The prize is named for Erwin N. Griswold, former 
solicitor general of the United States, dean of Harvard Law School, 
and chairman of the Supreme Court Historical Society. 
Hager won the 16th annual Frederick Douglass Book Prize for his 
book Word by Word: Emancipation and the Act of Writing. 
In Word by Word, Hager studies the writings of everyday slaves, 
including letters, diaries, and petitions by freedmen. Through them, 
he examines the relationship between literacy and freedom. For this research, he 
was awarded a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities in 2009.
“The emancipation of American slaves was not only a social and political  
revolution but also a singular moment in the history of written expression,” 
Hager said. “Untold thousands of African Americans who had been deprived 
of literacy gained unprecedented access to education at the same time they 
achieved their freedom.”
According to the prize jury, “Hager’s Word by Word presents a profoundly  
original, illuminating approach to reading texts by and about enslaved  
African Americans.” 
Hager said he began working on the book around the time he arrived at  
Trinity in 2007. “My research generated not only the book but also a class  
I teach, ‘Literacy & Literature.’ I owe a debt to the Trinity students who have 
taken that class with me, and to our discussions of some of the material that  
went into Word by Word.”
The prize was established jointly by Yale University’s Gilder Lehrman Center 
for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition and the Gilder Lehrman 
Institute of American History. The $25,000 prize was presented to Hager at a 
ceremony in New York in January. 
NEW DIRECTOR OF  
ALUMNI RELATIONS 
Stephen J. Donovan started in November  
as Trinity College’s director of alumni 
relations. The announcement was made  
in October by Vice President for 
Advancement John Fracasso, who 
underscored the critical role this position 
plays at Trinity, where alumni form a highly 
committed and loyal constituency.
Donovan comes to Trinity most recently 
from the University of New Hampshire, 
where he was associate vice president  
for advancement and executive director  
of the University of New Hampshire  
Alumni Association. While there he led  
a 15-person staff responsible for creating 
and sustaining an active alumni body from 
more than 130,000 alumni; for engaging 
with corporate and affinity partners; for 
working with alumni and parent groups; 
and for fundraising through the university’s 
annual fund. 
Donovan also brings more than 12 years 
of experience at Dartmouth College, where 
he held increasingly important roles in the 
college’s Office of Alumni Relations. Like 
Trinity, Dartmouth is known for its closely 
connected and active alumni community 
and is particularly noted for its global alumni 
network with 98 alumni clubs worldwide.
“Trinity is fortunate, indeed, to attract  
an alumni relations director of Steve 
Donovan’s caliber to our College,” said 
Fracasso. He also noted the critical role the 
interview committee played in identifying 
the best candidate. That committee 
comprised six highly committed alumni 
volunteers: Diane DePatie Consoli ’88, Peter 
W. Espy ’00, L. Peter Lawrence ’71, Ernest J. 
Mattei ’70, Martha Smalley Sanford ’94, and 
Jean M. Walshe ’83.
Donovan earned a B.A. from Case 
Western Reserve University, where he spent 
the first years of his career in undergraduate 
admissions, alumni affairs, and fundraising. 
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ALONG THE WALK
Four Named to 
Board of Trustees
The Trinity College Board of Trustees has  
welcomed four new members: William “Bill”  
Eugene Cunningham, Jr. ’87; Eric R. Fossum,  
Ph.D., ’79, H’14; Paul H. Mounds, Jr. ’07; and  
Kathryn George Tyree ’86.
Cunningham, who received his B.A. in 
computer coordinate with economics, recently 
accepted the position of president and CEO 
of IAT Reinsurance Company after working 
at The Travelers Companies for 27 years. At 
Travelers, he was executive vice president of 
business insurance, responsible for the U.S. 
commercial businesses. He and his wife 
founded The Foundation for a Cure for 
Mitochondrial Disease, Inc. in 2000, after 
their daughter, Kelly, who passed away in 
2005, was diagnosed with the disease. 
Fossum, who earned his B.S. in physics 
and engineering at Trinity and his M.S. 
and Ph.D. in engineering and applied sci-
ence from Yale University, is a professor 
at the Thayer School of Engineering at 
Dartmouth and director of the school’s 
Ph.D. Innovation Program. He is a semi-
conductor device physicist/engineer who 
also led two successful start-up compa-
nies as CEO. At NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, he invented the CMOS image 
sensor now used in billions of cameras. 
Fossum has published more than 260 
technical papers and holds more than 
150 U.S. patents. He was inducted into 
the National Inventors Hall of Fame and 
is an elected member of the National 
Academy of Engineering. 
Mounds, a political science major at 
Trinity, is the board’s newest G. Keith 
Funston Trustee. He serves as director of 
government affairs for the Office of Con-
necticut Governor Dannel P. Malloy, a position 
he has held since 2012. Previously, Mounds was 
deputy state director for outreach for the Of-
fice of U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal, com-
munications director at the Office of U.S. Con-
gressman John B. Larson, and federal grants 
coordinator/press assistant at Larson’s office. 
Mounds also serves as a trustee of the Harriet 
Beecher Stowe Center in Hartford, Connecticut.
After graduating Phi Beta Kappa with a B.A. 
in economics, Tyree joined Brown Brothers 
Harriman (BBH) as a management trainee. She 
is currently a partner at BBH, responsible for 
Enterprise Risk Management, Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel, Human Resources, and Compli-
ance. She is also president of the board of The 
Gillen Brewer School and a trustee of Episcopal 
High School in Alexandria, Virginia. 
For a full list of Trinity’s Board of Trustees, 
please visit www.trincoll.edu/AboutTrinity.
SENIOR PUBLISHED
IN MEDICAL JOURNAL
Heather Loring ’15 
at work in a Trinity 
College lab
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Trinity senior Heather Loring ’15 
of Holden, Massachusetts, recently 
published an article in the medical 
journal Expert Opinion on Biological 
Therapy. The biochemistry and biol-
ogy double major co-authored the 
article with Terence Flotte, M.D., 
of the University of Massachusetts 
Medical School Gene Therapy 
Center, where Loring has interned 
the past two summers, researching 
alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency. The 
inherited condition is caused when 
a mutated protein is produced in the 
liver, Loring explained, and it may 
cause serious lung and liver disease.
“It’s not every day that one of  
our students publishes a paper like 
this,” said Chemistry Department 
Chair and Professor of Chemistry 
Tim Curran.
At Trinity, Loring is one of  
four research students working  
in the lab with Principal Lecturer  
in Chemistry Janet Morrison on 
developing analytical methods  
for the detection of designer drugs  
in saliva. Loring made a presentation 
on this research at a recent regional 
meeting of the American Chemical 
Society (ACS), and Morrison plans 
to have her present next summer  
at the national ACS meeting in 
Boston. This research also is the  
subject of Loring’s senior thesis.
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Figuring out what career path to follow was a bit of a puzzle for Jeb  
Balise ’04. After graduating from Trinity with a bachelor of arts in econom-
ics, “I was all over the place in terms of what I wanted to do. I was in the 
music industry for a few years, and then I decided to go to business school.” 
The Massachusetts native earned his M.B.A. from Fordham University in 
2009 and took a position in finance but soon realized it “wasn’t something  
I was excited to do when I woke up each morning.” After 18 months, he quit 
to start his own business.
Today, he is the CEO of Manhattan-based PuzzleSocial Inc., which cre-
ates “gamified” crosswords that can be played on a computer, smartphone, 
or tablet. The company’s first game, Daily Celebrity Crossword, launched 
in May 2013 and now draws more than 250,000 users a month. The firm 
contracts with roughly 30 of the most experienced crossword writers in the 
country, “who work to create a fresh, fun, and relevant puzzle every single 
day of the year.”
Balise holds two U.S. patents for the concept underpinning his online 
gaming platform and has raised nearly $1.8 million from angel investors 
who believe in its potential. His goal is to make Daily Celebrity Crossword 
“the number one solved daily puzzle in the world.”
Balise has been a crossword enthusiast since he played his first online 
puzzle in his dorm room as a junior at Trinity in 2002. “It’s a very soothing 
activity for me. Every night for over 10 years, I would do a puzzle before  
bed; that’s what would let me sleep. And ultimately, I started a company 
based on that.” 
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
BY CAROL LATTER
Jeb Balise ’04
He credits his time at Trinity for provid- 
ing him with valuable skills and contacts  
who have become lifelong friends–including 
former HBO and Time Warner Cable president 
Thayer Bigelow ’65, who wrote the first check 
for PuzzleSocial and now sits on its Board  
of Directors. Bigelow, says Balise, “gave me  
my start.”
Bigelow calls Balise “a classic entrepre-
neur. When he has an idea that he is passionate 
about, he will work 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, to make it happen. A lot of entrepreneurs 
don’t connect with the audience and don’t look 
at the competition. Jeb does.” 
Balise feels “honored” to remain actively 
engaged with Trinity, driving up to Hartford 
several times a year to participate in vari-
ous activities. He’s a member of the Annual 
Fund Participation Task Force and the Long 
Walk Societies Committee. As a speaker at the 
Bantam Sophomore Success Program, he uses 
his own experiences to encourage undergrad-
uates to create a life they love: “I try to discuss 
what is possible in the context of having a finite 
amount of time on earth. In that context, fear 
goes away and it gives students confidence that 
they can really go after something they care 
about while they’re here.”
Balise, who teaches entrepreneurship  
as an adjunct professor at Fordham Graduate 
School of Business, was most recently involved 
in Trinity’s inaugural Entrepreneurship 
Competition, serving as a mentor to the  
winning team. Over several months, he helped 
Alex Barker ’14 and Jake Shimmel ’14 refine 
their concept for Underdog, a team-based  
fantasy football app that earned them the top 
prize of $10,000 and will be released commer-
cially next year.
At both Trinity and Fordham, Balise tells 
students that if they focus on pursuing some-
thing they love to do, “you can accomplish 
whatever you want.” PH
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Jeb Balise ’04 speaks with students during the 2014 
Bantam Sophomore Success Program, run by the Career 
Development Center and designed to help sophomores 
gain skills and strategies to develop their academic and 
career interests. 
ALONG THE WALK
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AROUND HARTFORD
Among Hartford’s newest entertainment venues is Infinity Music Hall & 
Bistro, a music and dining hot spot located in the city’s Front Street District. 
Infinity Hall’s dinner-and-a-show concept is modeled on Infinity Hall’s popu-
lar Norfolk, Connecticut, location and features a similar four-star casual bistro 
dining menu of New American fare, sandwiches, small plates, and entrées. 
Diners can enjoy a meal before the show or seated in the mezzanine during 
the performance (or even without having to see a show). Infinity Hall’s music 
experience is intimate and real; patrons experience the sound of each perfor-
mance through pristine acoustics with about 500 of their closest friends. And 
with 250 performances each year, there is something for every musical taste, 
including jazz, folk, classic rock, indie and alt rock, and even some local acts. 
For more information, visit www.infinityhall.com/Venues/Infinity-Hartford/.
P
H
O
T
O
: 
B
IL
L
 S
H
E
T
T
L
E
 |
 B
L
U
E
 C
H
IP
 P
H
O
T
O
G
R
A
H
Y
INFINITY MUSIC HALL & BISTRO, 32 FRONT STREET, HARTFORD, CT 06103
Toad the Wet 
Sprocket plays 
Infinity Music  
Hall & Bistro  
in Hartford in 
August 2014. 
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 “The most extraordinary single instru-
ment anyone can play.”  That’s how John 
Rose, Trinity College organist, Chapel 
music director, and director of the Trinity 
College Choir, describes the organ.
The Chapel’s organ was built in 1971 by 
the Austin Organ Company of Hartford. 
With more than 4,700 pipes made of 
varying materials that range in size from 
that of a pencil to larger than most of the 
Bantam linebackers, the organ can match 
the power and variety of an orchestra as it 
evokes the tonal colors of many orchestral 
instruments as well as those unique to the 
organ. The organ was specially designed 
for the Chapel space and is periodically 
updated with new technology that enables 
it to grow and evolve. To play the organ, 
one must simultaneously devote attention 
to five different keyboards: four for the 
hands and 32 pedals played by the feet, as 
well as the manipulation of dozens of stops 
located on the sides of the console.
Trinity’s notable organ tradition began 
with Charles Watters, who was appointed 
College organist in 1932. The Chapel 
organ has been a “home instrument” to 
several professional organists, including 
Christopher Houlihan ’09, who recently 
was named artist-in-residence at the 
College. Houlihan learned to play the 
organ under Rose’s tutelage starting at age 
12 and continued studying during his time 
at Trinity before heading to The Juilliard 
School for his graduate work. Rose, who 
has been at Trinity since 1977, offers organ 
lessons to any student wanting to learn; 
he says two first-years, John Rose Organ 
Scholar Benjamin Gessner and Fabiola 
Yun, are currently trying their hands, feet, 
and brains at the complicated instrument 
with daily practice and a weekly lesson. He 
adds, tongue in cheek, that these lessons 
are aided by what may be the most exciting 
new feature of the organ since its 2012 res-
toration: the adjustable bench!
Many former Trinity presidents have 
recognized the organ for the exquisite 
instrument that it is and its importance as 
a College tradition worth preserving, and 
President Joanne Berger-Sweeney adds 
to that legacy of appreciation through her 
own fondness for organ music. 
THE CHAPEL ORGAN
TRINITY TREASURE
EDITOR’S NOTE
Welcome to “Trinity Treasure,” 
the newest standing feature  
in The Trinity Reporter. Each 
issue will highlight a person, 
place, or thing on campus that 
is just what the name implies:  
a Trinity treasure. Do you have 
an idea for what to showcase? 
Please send your suggestions 
to sonya.adams@trincoll.edu.
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Spirits in the Loom: 
Religion and Design 
in Lao-Tai Textiles
Ellison Banks Findly, Scott M. 
Johnson ’97 Distinguished 
Professor of Religion
White Lotus Press, 2014;  
264 pages
Staging the Blues: 
From Tent Shows  
to Tourism
Paige A. McGinley ’99
Duke University Press, 2014; 
286 pages
A Certain 
Uncertainty: Nature’s 
Random Ways
Mark P. Silverman, Jarvis 
Professor of Physics
Cambridge University Press, 
2014; 633 pages
 
Invisible Streets
Toby Ball ’89
The Overlook Press, 2014;  
323 pages
Queen of the Valley: 
The Days of XYZ
Henry F. Stocek, Jr. ’65
Dog Ear Publishing, 2014;  
303 pages
A ConnecticutYankee 
in Lincoln’s Cabinet: 
Navy Secretary 
Gideon Welles 
Chronicles  
the Civil War
Edited by J. Ronald  
Spencer ’64, Lecturer in  
History and Associate 
Academic Dean, Emeritus
The Acorn Club, 2014;  
188 pages
Livin’ la Vida Barroca: 
American Culture in 
an Age of Imperial 
Orthodoxies
Thomas S. Harrington, 
Associate Professor of 
Language and Culture Studies
Universitat de València, 2014; 
214 pages 
Oh How We Danced
Jolene Goldenthal M’69
Bleich/Bear Books, 2013;  
229 pages
Doughboys on  
the Great War:  
How American 
Soldiers Viewed Their  
Military Experience
Edward A. Gutiérrez M’04
University Press of Kansas, 
2014; 308 pages 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS
CRUZ-URIBE 
WINS NSF GRANT 
The research by David Cruz-Uribe, professor of mathematics, can 
be difficult to understand if you don’t have a Ph.D. in mathematics. 
Recently, though, Cruz-Uribe was inspired by a colleague to collab-
orate with his undergraduate students, and he has been awarded a 
three-year grant of $105,772 by the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) for his work.
Cruz-Uribe’s research is a continuation of the approach taken 
by 19th-century French mathematician Joseph Fourier, who used 
simple functions with smooth graphs to approximate the graphs of 
complicated functions with sharp corners while studying the flow 
of heat in solid objects. 
Exploring this approach, 
mathematicians have 
developed powerful tools 
and discovered solutions 
to differential equations 
that arise in various 
branches of science. 
With the support of the 
NSF, Cruz-Uribe hopes 
to continue that trend.
“My work is devoted 
to developing new tools 
within the field of har-
monic analysis, and then 
applying them to the 
study of more abstract 
differential equations,” he says. “This kind of mathematical 
research deepens our understanding of a wide range of mathemat-
ical ideas, and these, in turn, can have surprising and unforeseen 
applications in many different areas.”
The grant from the NSF, in addition to supporting the contin-
uation of Cruz-Uribe’s research into weighted norm inequalities 
and partial differential equations, will support him in engaging 
advanced undergraduate students to join in his work.
He was inspired by Scott Rodney, an associate professor of math-
ematics at Cape Breton University in Canada, who has successfully 
involved undergraduates in his research, something that can be a 
challenge for researchers in pure mathematics. 
“When students used to ask me what I did, my standard answer 
was to tell them to go to graduate schools, and when they had 
passed their qualifying exams to come back and ask me again!” he 
says. “However, this year my senior thesis student, [Mathematics 
Scholar] Philip Cho ’15, is writing his thesis on Sturm-Liouville 
theory, an area I want to learn more about. And I am currently 
working on a project with [George A. Kellner ’64 Presidential 
Scholar] Greg Convertito ’16 that is related to my research.”
If you have a recent book, CD, or video that you would like listed 
in The Reporter, please submit a copy to Sonya Adams, Office of 
Communications, Trinity College, 300 Summit Street, Hartford, 
CT 06106. Questions? E-mail sonya.adams@trincoll.edu.
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THE INAUGURATION OF  
JOANNE BERGER-SWEENEY,
TRINITY’S 22ND PRESIDENT
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M ore than 1,000 people gathered in the Koeppel Community Sports Center on the chilly morning of October 26, 2014, to celebrate the Inauguration 
of Joanne Berger-Sweeney as 22nd president of 
Trinity College.
The festive academic procession, led by  the 
Trinity Samba Ensemble, featured more than 100 
delegates representing colleges and universities 
from across the country, as well as Trinity stu-
dents holding international flags.
During the ceremony, representatives from 
alumni, students, faculty, parents, and staff 
offered their greetings, as did Connecticut 
Governor Dannel Malloy and Hartford Mayor 
Pedro Segarra. Four current or former college 
presidents–Lawrence Bacow, president emeritus 
of Tufts University; Lee Pelton, president  
of Emerson College; Kathleen McCartney, pres-
ident of Smith College; and Diana Chapman 
Walsh, president emerita of Wellesley College–
also offered their insights about higher education 
leadership and about Trinity’s new president.
A majestic poem, “Those Whom We Admire,” 
written and read by the prominent poet, journal-
ist, and literary critic James Fenton, was created 
in honor of the Inauguration. A soaring piece of 
music–“Something Bold to Start With”–also was 
composed specifically for the occasion by John 
McDonald, professor of music at Tufts.
Berger-Sweeney’s ascendance into the 
President’s Office marks a number of firsts 
for Trinity: first woman, first African American, 
first mother, and first neuroscientist. From 
her beginnings as an assistant professor in the 
Department of Biological Sciences at Wellesley 
College in 1991, to her rise to Allene Lummis 
Russell Professor in Neuroscience, then  
associate dean and director of Wellesley’s 
Neuroscience Program, to dean of the School  
of Arts and Sciences at Tufts, she has marked  
her journey with a spirit that speaks to her  
willingness to try the untried, a courage that is 
quiet but determined.
In her inaugural address, Berger-Sweeney 
encouraged all in the Trinity community  
to come together to guide the College into  
the future. “Exciting things are happening here,” 
she said. “These are challenging times in higher 
education, in the nation, and in the world. Trinity 
will be a leader in this changing world. I ask that 
you join me in the leap of faith–that bold step– 
now to make a better Trinity College.”
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BOLD, ENGAGED,  
IN A COMPLEX 
LEARNING NETWORK 
The following is an excerpt from the Inauguration 
address of President Joanne Berger-Sweeney.  
To read the speech in its entirety, please visit  
commons.trincoll.edu/reporter.
I am truly happy to be here at Trinity, at 
this moment in history. Even as the College 
approaches its 200th anniversary, it remains a 
forward-looking institution. The pace of change in 
the world is ever accelerating and disruptive. We 
recognize that we are preparing our students for 
careers that may not even exist yet and to become 
active citizens of a world that will continue to 
evolve in ways that are inconceivable to us now. …
And now it is my time to lead this great institu-
tion into the future, with your help. So what is the 
future that I envision for Trinity College? 
I can promise you that it will involve experimen-
tation. I told you that I am an experimentalist at 
heart. We will try things, and some of them may 
fail. It will be based soundly on lessons learned, 
and we will continue to be a learning network in 
a very complex environment. We will think better 
and harder about how to mentor our students and 
build bridges between the education they learn 
here and jobs beyond our doors. It will involve 
cutting-edge teaching and research in between 
the disciplines to address challenges in our com-
plex and changing world. It will involve innovation 
and financial sustainability. It will involve a path of 
engagement with the whole person, not just the 
intellect. It will require full engagement with each 
other, with Hartford, and with the world at large. 
There is no substitute for the varied face- 
to-face social networks that one encounters  
at a small liberal arts college in a capital city.  
But we will use tele-education and an online pres-
ence to enhance our face-to-face learning. It will 
involve your support and engagement to build  
a shared dream that will allow us to achieve our 
full potential. 
As I reflect on this, I am taken halfway across 
the world to the African nation of Liberia, which 
has suffered the loss of more than 2,700 lives to 
Ebola during the recent outbreak of the deadly 
virus. It reminds us that the social networks that 
are essential for our learning also allow for the 
spread of communicable disease. The effects of 
this public health nightmare are threatening peace 
and stability in the region, as there is talk that this 
crisis may spark war. The combination of multiple 
disciplines, the manner of analyzing problems that 
is learned through the liberal arts, will ultimately 
bring about creative solutions to this and other 
world problems.
Liberia’s president, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, also 
a 2011 Nobel Peace Prize winner, not long ago 
offered her inspirational words about the impor-
tance of dreams. She said quite simply: “If your 
dreams don’t scare you, they’re not big enough.” 
Let us dream big.
Let us go boldly. 
Let us be engaged. 
Let us embrace the complexity.
I invite you to join me in making Trinity College’s 
future the best it can be.
To view additional photos and an archived 
webcast of the Inauguration ceremony, 
please visit commons.trincoll.edu/reporter. 
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/ 1 / Kevin McMachon, secretary of  
the faculty and John R. Reitemeyer 
Professor of Political Science 
/ 2 / Posse Scholar Shamika  
Nelson ’17, QuestBridge Scholar  
Sakile Broomes ’16, and Khari  
Jarrett ’16, all members of the  
Shondaa Steppers 
/ 3 / Board of Trustees Chair Cornelia 
Parsons Thornburgh ’80 and Joanne 
Berger-Sweeney  
/ 4 / Faculty procession 
/ 5 / Hartford Mayor Pedro E. Segarra 
/ 6 / President Joanne Berger-Sweeney 
/ 7 / Trinity College Samba Ensemble 
/ 8 / Connecticut Governor Dannel  
P. Malloy 
/ 9 / Jean M. Walshe ’83, president of 
the National Alumni Association and  
alumni trustee 
/ 10 / Posse Scholar Joshua J.  
Frank, president of the Student 
Government Association 
/ 11 / President Joanne Berger-Sweeney 
/ 12 / Posse Scholar Yanique  
Anderson ’15 and Khari Jarrett ’16
/ 13 / Lawrence S. Bacow, president 
emeritus, Tufts University 
/ 14 / President Joanne Berger-
Sweeney, right, and husband Urs  
V. Berger
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OTHER INAUGURAL WEEKEND  
HIGHLIGHTS
MEETINGS OF GREAT MINDS
 
As part of the weekend’s celebration, the College  
presented the Academic Symposia, four gatherings  
that tackled the theme From Brownell to Berger-
Sweeney: Bridging Trinity’s Traditions and the Future  
of a Liberal Arts Education. The symposia took place  
on Thursday, October 23 and Saturday, October 25  
in the Washington Room of Mather Hall. Symposia  
topics and distinguished panelists were:
REACHING BEYOND THE DISCIPLINES
•  Bevil R. Conway, Associate Professor of Neuroscience, 
Wellesley College
•  Mark Goodman, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, 
Boyer Coffee Company
•  Rhoden Monrose ’09, Founder and Chief Executive 
Officer, CariCorps
•  Sarah Raskin (Moderator), Professor of Psychology 
and Neuroscience, Trinity College
CONNECTING TO THE CITY
•  Xiangming Chen, Dean and Director, Center for Urban 
and Global Studies, and Paul E. Raether Distinguished 
Professor of Global Urban Studies and Sociology, 
Trinity College
•  Venita Datta, Professor of French, Wellesley College
•  Shawn T. Wooden ’91, Partner, Day Pitney LLP, and 
Council President, City of Hartford
•  Garth Myers (Moderator), Paul E. Raether 
Distinguished Professor of Urban International Studies, 
Trinity College
ENGAGING WITH A DIVERSE WORLD
•  John Agard P’18, Professor of Tropical Island Ecology 
and Head of the Department of Life Sciences, The 
University of the West Indies
•  Richard Eichenberg, Associate Professor of Political 
Science, Tufts University
•  Irene Mata, Assistant Professor of Women’s and 
Gender Studies, Wellesley College
•  Zayde Antrim (Moderator), Charles A. Dana Research 
Associate Professor of History and International 
Studies and International Studies Program Director, 
Trinity College
THINKING ABOUT A LIBERAL ARTS  
EDUCATION IN NONTRADITIONAL WAYS
•  Nancy Bauer, Dean of Academic Affairs for Arts and 
Sciences and Professor of Philosophy, Tufts University
•  Susannah Heschel ’73, Eli Black Professor of Jewish 
Studies, Dartmouth College
•  Kris Manjapra, Associate Professor of History and 
Colonialism Studies Program Director, Tufts University
•  Sean Cocco (Moderator), Associate Professor of  
History, Trinity College
To view archived webcasts and additional 
photos from the symposia, please visit 
commons.trincoll.edu/reporter. 
A SPECIAL  
ORGAN CONCERT 
Organist Christopher Houlihan ’09 
returned to his alma mater on 
Friday, October 24 to play a con-
cert in honor of the Inauguration  
of Joanne Berger-Sweeney. 
Houlihan, who recently was 
named an artist-in-residence at 
Trinity, studied with John Rose, 
College organist, Chapel music 
director, and director of the Trinity 
College Choir, from the age of 12 
through his time as a Trinity stu-
dent. He recorded his first two CDs 
during his senior year, prompting 
classmates to form the “HouliFans,” 
a fan base that continues to grow 
on Facebook.
Houlihan went on to complete 
his graduate work at The Juilliard 
School in New York City. He now 
maintains a busy concert schedule, 
with his performances garnering 
enthusiastic critical acclaim. 
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BY MAURA KING SCULLY
Taylor Murtaugh ’14 started this past summer as a 
research coordinator in the clinical research program  
of William Macaulay, M.D., ’86, associate professor of 
clinical orthopedic surgery and director of the Center 
for Hip and Knee Replacement at Columbia University 
Medical Center in New York City.  
“Mostly, I look at outcomes based on patient surveys. 
We are currently comparing alignment and angle data,  
in hip- and knee-replacement patients who had robotic 
versus non-robotic surgery,” Murtaugh says. It’s a pro-
cess that involves “coordinating with patients, collecting 
data, and a lot of number crunching.”
Studies such as these inform the practice of what’s 
known as evidence-based medicine–using outcomes 
of well-designed research to guide health care decision 
making. “I really like it,” says Murtaugh, six weeks into 
the job. “I’m interested in going to medical school, and 
this job exposes you to so much. I feel like I’ve learned  
a ton already. Dr. Macaulay is a great mentor.”
Murtaugh is actually the fifth consecutive Trinity 
graduate to hold this coveted position. It’s no accident: 
it’s a pipeline nurtured by Macaulay and Chemistry 
Professor and Department Chair Tim Curran, as well  
as a string of gifted recent graduates.
IN THE BEGINNING
The story starts in 2005 with Richard Yoon, M.D., ’05, 
who wanted to go to medical school but wasn’t quite 
ready. Curran was his adviser. “I encouraged him to go 
to the career center, find Trinity alumni in the sciences, 
and see if he could line up an opportunity to get some 
research experience,” Curran explains.
Yoon searched for graduates at academic medical  
centers in Boston and New York. “I e-mailed five or  
six that afternoon,” Yoon says. “Bill Macaulay got right 
back to me.” 
The timing was fortuitous: Macaulay’s current 
research coordinator was leaving for graduate school. 
After talking by phone, Macaulay invited Yoon down to 
New York for an interview.
“It was a big job,” Yoon remembers. “Dr. Macaulay 
needed someone to do data collection, data mining, and 
budgets, and to coordinate with the institutional review 
board, which oversees plans for research involving 
human subjects–basically, manage the entire lab in addi-
tion to writing and publishing completed studies.” As  
a soon-to-be new graduate, Yoon was eager but green. 
“Dr. Macaulay took a chance hiring me. He asked for a 
two-year commitment but wanted a trial period, saying, 
‘Let’s see how you do in the first six months.’ ” 
LEADING   
 THE WAY
ALUMNUS OVERSEES PIPELINE OF  
 FIVE TRINITY GRADS IN RESEARCH POST
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Macaulay says he was impressed by Yoon’s energy and 
enthusiasm. “His story reminded me of my story,” he 
explains. “After Trinity, I didn’t feel quite ready for med-
ical school either. I took two years off and did research at 
Rockefeller University.”
Yoon told him, “If you give me this opportunity, I will 
take advantage of it.” And he did. He taught himself statis-
tics, which included auditing a graduate-level course. “Dr. 
Macaulay’s time was really limited,” Yoon explains. “I found 
there were several bumps on the road to publishing a paper, 
waiting for statistics being a major one. If I didn’t figure out 
how to do something on my own, I’d be waiting for a long 
time. And I wasn’t going to wait around.”
Yoon’s initiative paid off. He co-authored 15 papers while 
working with Macaulay. Now a resident in orthopedic sur-
gery at the NYU Hospital for Joint Diseases, Yoon is still col-
laborating on research studies with his former mentor.
PASSING IT ON
When Yoon was accepted into medical school, Macaulay 
asked if he knew anyone at Trinity who would be interested 
in taking his place. Yoon called Curran, who referred Todd 
Morrison, M.D., ’07. A biochemistry major, Morrison was 
part of Trinity Health Fellows, a rigorous program combining 
course work with 30-hour-per-week internships with physi-
cians at area medical centers.  
“I had interned with a clinical researcher at Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center and loved it,” Morrison says. “I 
knew that it was exactly what I wanted to do before I went to 
medical school.” So when Yoon called, Morrison jumped at 
the chance.
In his two years on the job, Morrison says, he learned much 
more than science. “It was a lot of creative problem solving 
and teamwork,” he notes. He also found his specialty: he’s 
now an orthopedic surgery resident at University Hospitals 
Case Medical Center in Cleveland, Ohio. “I saw real patient 
outcomes in orthopedics–the fact that you could provide 
relief from pain and restore quality of life. I wanted to see 
that impact in my own work.”
Morrison passed the baton to Jonathan Nyce ’09, currently 
between his third and fourth year at Tufts University School 
of Medicine in Boston. Nyce won’t be following the ortho-
pedic route: his chosen specialty is pediatrics. However, he 
is currently taking a year to do a clinical research certificate 
program, which he credits to his time at Columbia. “Like Dr. 
Macaulay, I want to be able to research questions and then 
translate those to my own practice,” he says.
With Curran’s help, Nyce recruited David “DJ” Patrick, Jr. 
’11, who has the distinction of being the first Trinity graduate 
to spend three years with Macaulay (something Murtaugh 
says she plans to do as well). This summer, Patrick joined the 
Air Force as a second lieutenant and has just started his first 
year of medical school at the Uniformed Services University 
of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland.
Previous spread: William Macaulay, M.D., ’86, associate professor of 
clinical orthopedic surgery and director of the Center for Hip and Knee 
Replacement at Columbia University Medical Center, confers with Taylor 
Murtaugh ’14. Above: William Macaulay, M.D., ’86. Top Right: Todd A. 
Morrison, M.D., ’07, orthopedic surgical resident, University Hospitals 
Case Medical Center. Bottom Right: Richard Yoon, M.D., ’05, speaks to 
Trinity’s Summer Science Research Program students during the summer 
of 2014.
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COMMON THREADS
Trinity College and a love of research are the common 
threads tying these graduates together. “The hallmark of 
the sciences at Trinity is that students have the opportunity 
to do research from early on,” says Curran. “Independent 
research sets our students apart.” 
And research is a game changer for medical school appli-
cants. “Applying to medical school is ultracompetitive,” says 
Nyce. “Being able to talk with attending physicians about 
research you’ve been involved in is hugely helpful.”
Macaulay touts research for its ability to teach–himself, 
as well as aspiring doctors. “It’s why I’m at an academic 
medical center,” he explains. In addition to practicing  
medicine, “I’m able to improve upon what we’re offering 
patients while also teaching the next generation  
of clinicians.”
And the alumni research coordinators are grateful to 
Trinity, Curran, and Macaulay for the experience. 
“I’m thankful to them all: the Chemistry Department 
and Dr. Curran for getting me ready, and Dr. Macaulay for 
jump-starting my career,” says Yoon. “Years from now, when 
I’m in their shoes, I hope I get the chance to give someone 
else a shot.”  
“ THE HALLMARK OF THE 
SCIENCES AT TRINITY IS  
THAT STUDENTS HAVE  
THE OPPORTUNITY TO  
DO RESEARCH FROM EARLY  
ON. INDEPENDENT RESEARCH 
SETS OUR STUDENTS APART.”  
TIM CURRAN, CHEMISTRY PROFESSOR + DEPARTMENT CHAIR
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Great  
granola!
Alumni brothers and their mom 
enjoy sweet taste of success
_
___
_
BY MARY HOWARD 
Yum
P H OT O S  BY  D O N  H A M E R M A N
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Nate ’10 and  
Will ’11 Kelly in  
the South Norwalk, 
Connecticut,  
kitchen of Kelly’s  
Four Plus Granola
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ith the same determination they 
showed on Trinity’s rowing team, 
Nate ’10 and Will ’11 Kelly are get-
ting their all-natural granola on the 
shelves of major retailers, such as 
Whole Foods and ShopRite. “We want to be a local  
company that can compete nationally,” says Nate.
It seems they are on the right path. Kelly’s Four  
Plus Granola can be found at locations throughout 
Fairfield and Westchester counties, Manhattan, and  
the Hamptons.
Nate and Will run the company with their mother, Cordy, who has a knack 
for baking amazing granola. “If people try it, they will like it,” says Will. 
The company grew out of Cordy’s desire to produce a healthy snack for her 
four active children. “We were going through a lot of granola,” she says. “I’ve 
always been a baker, and I thought, ‘I can make this.’ ” From the first batches, 
it was apparent she was onto something special. “My kids kept telling me 
I should sell it,” but starting a business wasn’t on her radar. Finally, she 
relented, at least a bit. “I told them I’d consider it, but only if people outside 
our family liked it.”
In the fall of 2011, Nate brought bins of his mom’s granola to regat-
tas and training sessions at the Maritime Rowing Club in South Norwalk, 
Connecticut, where he and Will learned to row and where they both trained 
and coached. “It was like watching vultures over a carcass,” says Nate. The 
rowers devoured Cordy’s granola and wanted to know where they could buy 
more. “So we started putting our homemade granola in bags and selling it at 
the boathouse,” says Cordy.
In the spring of 2012, the family decided to test the waters further by 
selling their granola as part of the New Canaan High School crew team’s 
spring fundraiser. They sold 800 bags. “We were shocked,” says Will. They 
scrambled to fill the order, transforming their kitchen into a production line. 
Buoyed by their success, the Kellys turned their attention to selling Four 
Plus to Fairfield County farmers’ markets and Peter B’s Espresso, a coffee-
house in Trinity’s Raether Library and Information Technology Center. “The 
manager of Peter B’s ordered 12 bags, and they were gone the next day,” says 
Nate. The café is now a regular seller.
What’s the secret behind Four Plus? 
“It’s just four simple, honest, healthy 
ingredients,” says Nate. All six flavors 
start with rolled oats, canola oil, honey, 
and maple syrup. To that, Cordy adds raw 
nuts, dried fruit, or dark chocolate. “Four 
ingredients, plus the add-ins,” says Will. 
“That’s how we came up with the name.” 
There are also four children in the Kelly 
family, “plus my husband,” adds Cordy. 
“Four plus is also a rowing term–four 
rowers, plus a coxswain,” says Will. 
Working in the family business was a 
perfect fit for Nate and Will, both polit-
ical science majors at Trinity. Nate, a 
“natural-born salesman” according to his 
family, focuses on marketing and sales 
for the company and enjoys face-to-face 
___
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_ _
Middle and top right, Cordy Kelly P’10, ’11 
Cordy and Jim Kelly, uncle to Nate and Will, 
who are in the background
Packaged granola ready for sale
__
sweet
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interactions with grocers and custom- 
ers. He admits to blundering through his 
first few sales pitches, but, through trial 
and error, he learned to target his audi-
ence. His experience at Trinity helped.  
“I broke out of my shell and became more 
comfortable in my own skin, not afraid  
to try new things.”
Will handles the day-to-day business,  
managing relationships with vendors 
and keeping the books and records.  
He also has a reputation as the family 
problem solver. When Four Plus out-
grew the Kellys’ kitchen, Will set up  
the company’s commercial kitchen in 
South Norwalk. 
“He knew nothing about commercial 
kitchens,” says Cordy. “But he took it on 
single-handedly and did a beautiful job.” 
She credits Trinity’s focus on critical 
thinking and problem solving for giving 
her sons the ability to succeed in tasks 
outside their comfort zones. 
Nate fell in love with Trinity when he 
first stepped on campus as a high school 
junior in the fall of 2004. “I was really 
excited to be there. The guys on the [row-
ing] team reflected well on the student 
body,” he says. It was the first school he 
looked at and the only one to which he 
applied, early decision. 
Will had no intention of following in 
his brother’s footsteps. “I was excited 
to go out on my own,” he says. But his 
search for a small liberal arts school with 
solid academics and a strong rowing 
team led him to Trinity. A meeting with 
the men’s crew coaches and an overnight 
with his brother solidified his decision. 
Dedicated alumni, Will and Nate try 
to visit Trinity as often as possible for 
alumni events, “especially the spring 
rowing banquets and championship 
regattas,” says Nate. 
From the beginning of their Trinity 
careers, the Kelly brothers distinguished 
themselves as hardworking, talented, 
and ambitious leaders. “They are per-
sonable, charismatic young men with 
incredible work ethics,” says Kevin 
MacDermott, head men’s rowing coach 
at Trinity, who coached the Kellys 
through multiple New England and 
Eastern College Athletic Conference 
(ECAC) championships. Both brothers 
were elected captain of the men’s rowing 
team, Nate in 2009-2010 and Will in 
2010-2011. MacDermott is not surprised 
by the brothers’ success. “Their com-
petitiveness in rowing crossed over into 
their business,” he says.
Now in their third year of running 
Four Plus, Nate and Will are looking to 
expand their markets in New York and 
Connecticut and move into northern 
New Jersey. And they still have a com-
petitive spirit in athletics. Though a hip 
injury sidelined Will’s rowing career, he 
connected with some of his crew friends 
to run the Hartford Half Marathon 
this past October. Nate still gets to the 
Norwalk River at 5:30 on most mornings, 
“ready to throw down,” he says. He has 
aspirations for the national rowing team 
regattas “as long as my body holds up.”
And how do they fuel their busy lives? 
Kelly’s Four Plus Granola, of course. 
Will eats a bowl of vanilla almond every 
morning, while Nate goes through three 
bowls of the nutty flavor a day, “with 
extra chocolate chips.” 
“ My kids kept telling me  
I should sell it. I told 
them I’d consider it, but 
only if people outside  
our family liked it.”
____
CORDY KELLY P’10, ’11
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Will ’11, mom Cordy,  
and Nate ’10 Kelly
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A  DAY  I N  
T H E  L I F E  
O F  T H E 
L I B R A RY
Information never sleeps. There are areas of 
the Trinity College Library, which shares the 
Raether Library and Information Technology 
Center with Trinity’s Information Technology 
Services, that are open around the clock. And 
there are times of the year, especially as the end 
of a semester nears, when large populations 
of students encamp there all night, cramming 
before finals and churning out their own library 
of term papers. >>>>>>>>>
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When Jeff Liszka, circulation librarian, arrives at 7:45 on a cool 
September morning, however, it seems as quiet as a country 
graveyard. A few students are using the library’s computers and 
printers to pull their homework together. One or two are dozing in 
chairs, waiting for Peter B’s, the in-house café, to open so they can 
wake up with a cup of coffee and a pastry before early classes.
After answering overnight e-mails, Liszka meets with the first 
group of student workers who’ll being staffing the circulation 
desk throughout the day. He’s not surprised by the small number 
of students who trickle in when a timer opens the library’s outer 
doors at 8:30. Most students who use the facility attend morning 
classes and then study at the library after lunch or in the evening.
Liszka has worked in this area of the library for 11 years, and 
over that time he’s seen the circulation of print books drop every 
year, but “library use has gone up over the same time period,” he 
says. To understand why, it’s useful to take a short walk through 
shelves of books to the north side of the library, where Nancy 
Smith ’96, image collections librarian, is preparing for a meeting 
with Katharine Power, associate professor of theater and dance. 
Smith has been digitizing slides of art works and murals by Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) artists for Power’s course, “Art 
and the Public Good.” 
The library already has a large collection of such images in 
ARTstor, an immense digital “cloud” of images and related data 
created by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation in 2001 to enhance 
scholarship, teaching, and learning in the arts and associated 
fields. Today, many faculty members teach using ARTstor as a 
repository for digital course “folders” that students can access 
easily through online accounts. Trinity’s library began licensing 
the ARTstor database in 2004. 
And it was around that same time that the impact of digital 
technology–nothing short of revolutionary–began to become 
increasingly apparent throughout the library.
September 2014
TOOLS IN THE DIGITAL AGE
By midmorning, staff members all 
over the library are using online 
tools to perform a wide range of 
tasks, many of which did not even 
exist as recently as five or six years 
ago. Amy Harrell, digital projects 
librarian, is uploading a batch of 
Trinity theses to a digital reposi-
tory, where they will be accessible 
to scholars worldwide. Amy Rua, 
circulation reserves manager, is 
uploading a movie to Trinflix, the 
College’s online video streaming 
service for faculty who want to 
share videos digitally with their 
students. And Yuksel Serindag, 
acquisitions and interlibrary loan 
librarian, is sending out the day’s 
electronic article notifications 
to faculty and students who have 
requested items from institutions 
all over the planet.
Serindag uses a program called 
Get It Now for many interlibrary 
loans. It’s an online service that 
enables library patrons to find 
and acquire articles from jour-
nals to which the library does not 
currently subscribe. But even 
aided by such a system, and even 
though Get It Now is constantly 
adding more journals to its inven-
tory, Serindag is regularly tasked 
with tracking down articles not 
PHOTO CAPTIONS
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The Grand Reading Room 
on Level 2 on an early 
September morning
/ 1 /
Visual Resources 
Librarian Nancy Smith 
works with Missy Aja ’15 
on scanning archival 
postcards from the 
Watkinson Library.
/ 2 /
Emma Hayes ’15 uses a 
computer on the main 
floor of the library.
/ 3 /
Bojun Xu ’15 and Social 
Science Librarian Rob 
Walsh discuss senior 
thesis resources.
/ 4 /
Watkinson Curator Rick 
Ring examines a rare 
book with Will Kurach ’18, 
a student in Ring’s 
“World of Rare Books” 
first-year seminar.
/ 5 /
Eleanor Worsley ’17 seeks 
information from Shriya 
Nagpal ’16 at the 
circulation desk.
/ 2 // 1 /
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available through the program. 
He also fields requests from 
other libraries for resources in 
the Trinity collection. As soon as 
he finishes sending out the day’s 
electronic notifications, he’ll turn 
his attention to the 16 requests he 
received from other libraries since 
yesterday afternoon.
Around 11:00, Erin Valentino, 
research education librarian, is 
meeting with an American studies 
student who has spent the sum-
mer zeroing in on a senior thesis 
proposal. Valentino works half an 
hour with him, discussing library 
resources and materials. With two 
monitors in her office, she and the 
student are able to observe the 
screens simultaneously as they 
work through the proposal.
Just around the corner  
from Valentino’s office, Jennifer 
van Sickle, science and electronic 
resources librarian, is wrapping 
up negotiations to renew a pack-
age of several hundred online 
journals for Trinity’s collections. 
This afternoon she will meet  
with students in “Physics in 
Science Fiction,” one of 2014’s 
first-year seminars. The course  
is taught by Associate Professor  
of Physics David Branning, and 
van Sickle knows that many of  
the students will have had lit-
tle experience doing the sort of 
intensive research required for 
collegiate success. She, along with 
many of her colleagues, assists 
professors in assembling course 
content and supports the students 
as they learn the ins and outs of 
rigorous research.
As the afternoon progresses, 
staff members interact with stu-
dents in myriad ways. Shortly 
after lunch, Kelly Dagan, out-
reach/instruction librarian, is 
leading a student-faculty discus-
sion group focusing on the nature 
and challenges of research. As 
Dagan’s discussion group is wind-
ing down, Rob Walsh, social sci-
ences librarian, is meeting with a 
student to help him find and inter-
pret data for a political science 
project. Meanwhile, Katy Hart, 
arts and humanities librarian, 
is teaching a session about both 
print and online primary-source 
research strategies for a history 
thesis seminar.
TANGIBLE RESOURCES  
Though digital communication 
has made it possible for the library 
to serve its various patrons more 
efficiently, swiftly, and cost-ef-
fectively and to easily acquire 
and share vast amounts of data, 
the library has not conceded its 
traditional role as a repository of 
physical books and other tangible 
resources. Doris Kammradt, head 
librarian for collections, research, 
and instruction, devotes the after-
noon to decisions concerning 
materials the library will purchase 
in the near future.
While the acquisition of new 
titles is down from the roughly 
7,000 books the library shelved 
annually a decade ago, the insti-
tution still adds about 3,500 
new books every year. And even 
though various models of e-book 
acquisition help to contain costs, 
Kammradt still must make astute 
decisions on how to use the 
library’s budget as judiciously as 
possible. “It’s important to keep 
the collection fresh,” she says, 
“but a large part of my job involves 
cost-benefit analysis. If we buy 
something, what does it replace?”
One of the greatest collections 
of tangible books and documents 
in the Trinity Library is in the spe-
cial collections department, the 
Watkinson Library. An extraor-
dinary collection of archives and 
rare books, it began as a part of the 
Wadsworth Atheneum in 1866 and 
became part of Trinity in 1952. 
Today the collection includes 
more than 175,000 printed and 
manuscript volumes dating from 
the 15th century to the present, as 
well as thousands of manuscript 
and archival files, some 25,000 
pieces of sheet music, 5,000 
sound recordings, and much, 
much more.
As the afternoon winds down, 
Richard Ring, the Watkinson’s 
head curator, is meeting with 
a student who is taking advan-
tage of the Watkinson’s Creative 
Fellowships program. Designed 
to encourage use of the library, 
the fellowship offers a $1,000 sti-
pend to aid student research. This 
student is researching America’s 
evolving relationship with food. 
She expects to make a presenta-
tion at the end of the semester 
of foods prepared using recipes 
found in the library’s books that 
reflect the culture of their time.
“For a four-year liberal arts 
college, Trinity has an incredi-
ble collection of rare books and 
archives, and over 65 percent of 
our users are students,” says Ring. 
“When it comes to rare books and 
special collections, the Watkinson 
Library is arguably one of the larg-
est collections among small col-
lege libraries in the country.” 
/ 5 // 4 // 3 /
30          / The Trinity Reporter /
 WORKING WITH THE WORLD’S 
SHARPEST 
 MINDS
B Y  M A U R A  K I N G  S C U L LY
THRASHER-BROIDY 
FELLOWSHIP @ 
L.A.’S CEDARS-SINAI 
MEDICAL CENTER
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This was most impressive company for Tasmerisk “Tas” 
Haught ’15 and Will Schreiber-Stainthorp ’15 to keep this 
summer, thanks to a one-of-a-kind fellowship established by 
Elizabeth Thrasher-Broidy ’80 and her husband, Marc Broidy.
“The Regenerative Medicine Institute at Cedars fills its labs 
with outstanding graduate and postgraduate students from 
some of the most outstanding universities in the world. These 
Trinity fellowship recipients were the first undergraduates 
ever to participate in the RMI,” says Thrasher-Broidy, a mem-
ber of Trinity’s Women’s Leadership Council and a former 
member of the Board of Fellows. 
“As the liberal arts education increasingly becomes more 
competitive,” she continues, “I thought this would be an excel-
lent way for Trinity to distinguish itself as a liberal arts college 
of excellence, with an outstanding neuroscience program for 
undergraduates who are given the opportunity of this fellow-
ship, which is unparalleled at other similar institutions.” 
The Broidy family has long-standing connections to 
Cedars-Sinai: Marc is on the medical center’s Board of 
Governors; his father, Steven D. Broidy, is a past board chair-
man and life trustee; and his grandfather, Samuel “Steve” 
Broidy, was the founding life chairman of Cedars-Sinai.
Through the Cedars/Trinity Thrasher-Broidy Fellowship, 
Haught and Schreiber-Stainthorp spent 10 weeks work-
ing under the direction of research scientists on projects 
at the forefront of stem cell therapy. They followed the 
first Thrasher-Broidy fellow, Brian Castelluccio ’12, who 
completed his fellowship in summer 2011. “The RMI at 
Cedars-Sinai is on the absolute cutting edge of neuroscience 
research,” explains William “Bill” Church, Trinity College 
associate professor of chemistry and neuroscience, who has 
been an ardent supporter of the Thrasher-Broidy fellow-
ship on campus and within the Neuroscience Department at 
Trinity. “Dr. Clive Svendsen, director of the RMI, is an inter-
nationally known leader in the field of cloning and stem cell 
research. His lab focuses on the application 
of human neural stem cells to treat disor-
ders such as Parkinson’s and ALS.” 
Haught, a QuestBridge Scholar, actu-
ally worked in Svendsen’s lab, studying 
stem cell transplants by taking advantage 
of the underdeveloped immune systems in 
neonates. Schreiber-Stainthorp, a Posse 
Scholar, worked with Joshua Breunig, Ph.D., 
director of the RMI Confocal Microscopy 
Core, on a technology for cell-replacement 
therapies in diseases affecting premature 
infants. The two were joined during the 
month of July by fellow neuroscience major Colin MacKichan 
’15, who, thanks to Thrasher-Broidy and Broidy, shadowed 
Cedars-Sinai pediatric neurosurgeon Moise Danielpour, M.D., 
known for his pioneering work on in-utero brain surgery.
LIFE LESSONS LEARNED
The students raved about their summer experiences.  
“I really enjoyed it–I learned a lot about different lab tech-
niques, working with tissue cultures and stem cell lines,” 
says Haught. “I loved the collaboration in my lab. Every 
Wednesday, there was a meeting where 20 or so research-
ers would talk about their particular research and problems 
they encountered. Everyone would give input on how to make 
things work. It let me see what scientific collaboration looked 
like and learn from brilliant, brilliant people.”
Haught says she appreciated “all of the knowledge and 
humor that Dr. Clive Svendsen 
imparted on me. I am extremely thank-
ful to have seen how he ran his lab and 
truly embraced collaboration through-
out every department within the 
Regenerative Medicine Institute.”
Adds Schreiber-Stainthorp: “I 
learned a ton of immediately applica-
ble skills: how to create the DNA you 
want, how to introduce it into organ-
isms and analyze its effects.” He also 
enjoyed the experience more than he 
expected. “I would start work at 9:00 a.m. and wouldn’t feel 
like leaving all day. That’s the first time I had felt that way 
about a job, which I guess is the best measure of whether 
you’re doing the right thing. This fellowship opened to me the 
possibility of having a career in research. Prior to this, I was 
set on going to medical school and becoming a doctor.”
<< Tas Haught ’15 and 
Will Schreiber-
Stainthorp ’15, 
Thrasher-Broidy 
Fellowship recipients
 Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles is 
home to the Regenerative Medicine Institute (RMI), 
which is on the cutting edge of human neural stem cell 
research that has the potential to treat debilitating 
neurological disorders such as ALS, also known as Lou 
Gehrig’s disease. Bringing together some of the world’s 
sharpest scientific minds, Cedars draws an international 
cadre of researchers who are specialists in medicine, 
molecular biology, computational neuroscience, and 
biomedical materials, to name a few. 
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He recognizes the invaluable role Breunig played in making 
his summer a success. “Dr. Breunig was incredibly generous 
with his time and resources, which is especially remarkable 
given the importance and demands of his work,” he says. “His 
mentorship consisted of everything from advice about lab 
techniques, to discussions on theoretical components of his 
research, to broader conversations about the decision to pur-
sue research as a career.”
The summer also spurred Haught to think about new 
directions. “It was interesting to see surgeons and scientists 
each following their own tracks. I’ve been thinking about a 
combined M.D./Ph.D. and talked to people at the lab who had 
attempted that but then had decided they really wanted one 
path or the other. It’s nice to get a sense of what it’s really like 
in the field and see research in a broader context. I learned it’s 
okay to not know what I want yet.”
Although MacKichan’s stint at Cedars-Sinai was much 
shorter, he found it to be equally illuminating. “I spent three 
weeks with Dr. Danielpour in his office, where he saw patients. 
During the fourth week, I had the opportunity to observe sur-
gery,” notes MacKichan, a Kurz Scholar and a Daniel Burhans, 
Hon. 1831 Scholar. “It’s mind-blowing how precise it is. Three 
of the surgeries were reconstructing infants’ skulls,” a pro-
cedure necessary when the plates of the skull fuse together 
before the brain has stopped growing.
MacKichan says he took two things from the 
experience: first, that although he’s still inter-
ested in medical school, he doesn’t want to be 
a neurosurgeon but will consider another spe-
cialty. “I also learned that medicine is so much 
more than helping and healing people,” he 
continues. “I saw how mentally tough you have 
to be to do this day after day. It’s not a glamor-
ous profession. I walked away so thankful for 
the experience and for the Trinity connections 
that made it possible.”
He also remains thankful for the guidance he received. 
“I was humbled and blessed to have had the opportunity to 
shadow Dr. Danielpour,” MacKichan says. “His wisdom and 
insight into my life will continue to direct my decisions as I 
pursue a career in medicine.” 
For their part, Cedars-Sinai researchers gained favorable 
impressions of Trinity College. “Tas’s enthusiasm and quest 
for knowledge was invigorating and downright contagious,” 
says Virginia Mattis, Ph.D., a researcher in the Svendsen lab. 
“I was pleasantly surprised with the consistent quality of her 
knowledge, skills, and independence. Tas worked more at the 
Ph.D.-candidate level than an undergrad level.”
Breunig had positive things to say about Schreiber-
Stainthorp. “Will integrated himself into the lab seamlessly 
from the start. He was energized, inquisitive, and extremely 
capable. He was able to successfully navigate several challeng-
ing projects with my oversight and the guidance of my grad-
uate student.” Thanks to “Will and Tas, Elizabeth and Marc, 
and the other members of the Trinity community with whom 
I interacted, I came away with a fine impression of Trinity as 
a tight-knit community devoted to scholarship and exhibiting 
the best elements of a well-rounded liberal arts education.”
STRENGTHENING THE SCIENCES
Church hopes this experience will have a positive ripple effect 
on the sciences in general and on neuroscience in particu-
lar back on campus. “Trinity science students are treated to 
something unique: a small liberal arts college that supports 
the sciences in a big way,” says Church. “The College itself 
understands and appreciates these research opportunities as 
fundamental to students’ education, not icing on the cake.”
According to Church, Haught and Schreiber-Stainthorp 
have already been busy visiting neuroscience classes, 
describing their work at Cedars-Sinai and encouraging 
fellow majors to apply for a fellowship for the summer of 
2015. Interested students will then submit an application to 
Church and complete an interview during the early part of 
spring semester.
It’s easy for Haught and Schreiber-Stainthorp to talk up the 
fellowship. “Here, science students have incredible opportu-
nities–like this amazing fellowship that’s unique to Trinity,” 
says Schreiber-Stainthorp.
Trinity College President Joanne Berger-Sweeney, a  
neuroscientist by training, said she is pleased that Trinity,  
in conjunction with Thrasher-Broidy and Broidy, is able to 
offer the fellowship. “This represents an enormous opportu-
nity for our neuroscience students, a chance for them to work 
with world-renowned researchers who are at the forefront of 
their field,” she said. “We appreciate all that Elizabeth, Marc, 
and the people at Cedars-Sinai have done to make this pro-
gram possible.”
Church says the fellowship came about because Thrasher-
Broidy saw an opportunity to make connections between 
Trinity and Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. “In the process,” he 
said, “she is having a huge impact on students in terms of their 
career development. I think this is a model for further alumni 
interaction, and it’s a really creative way for alumni to make 
their mark.” 
I would start work at 
9:00 a.m. and wouldn’t 
feel like leaving all day. 
That’s the first time I had 
felt that way about a job, 
which I guess is the best 
measure of whether you’re 
doing the right thing. 
This fellowship opened to 
me the possibility of having 
a career in research.”
WILL SCHREIBER-STAINTHORP ’15
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/ 1 / Will Schreiber-Stainthorp ’15 at the 10th Annual Summer Research 
Symposium at Trinity in September 2014 / 2 / Colin MacKichan ’15 with 
William “Bill” Church, Trinity College associate professor of chemistry  
and neuroscience / 3 / Elizabeth Thrasher-Broidy ’80, Joshua Breunig,  
Ph.D., Will Schreiber-Stainthorp ’15, Clive Svendsen Ph.D., Tas Haught ’15,  
and Moise Danielpour, M.D. / 4 / The Broidy Family Patient Wing at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles / 5 / Marc Broidy, member  
of the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center Board of Governors, and Elizabeth 
Thrasher-Broidy ’80 / 6 / Tas Haught ’15, Colin MacKichan ’15, Elizabeth 
Thrasher-Broidy ’80, and Will Schreiber-Stainthorp ’15 in Los Angeles
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A LIFETIME  
          of HELPINGSharon Davis ’82, P’12 focuses on public interest design
BY JANE GORDON JULIEN P’09
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SHARON DAVIS ’82, P’12 went from  
Wall Street to Rwanda via a complete career  
turnaround, but what was important to the 
women of the little village of Kayonza was  
that she came at all.
Davis had been working on Wall Street 
since soon after she graduated from Trinity  
in 1982 with a B.A. in studio arts. But after  
her fourth child was born, she took time off to 
be home, and the lure of the markets vanished 
for her. She wasn’t sure what was next.
With a little guidance and a personality  
test that pointed her in the direction of archi-
tecture, she applied and was accepted into 
the Columbia University Graduate School of 
Architecture. She was 42. She had said back 
then, with a small measure of disbelief and 
frustration, to the career counselor she had 
hired to help her figure out her work life, “I’ll 
be 45 before I finish,” to which the career coun-
selor replied, “You’ll be 45 anyway.” She got the 
message, and it was from that new beginning 
that her life changed, in ways that she never 
could have imagined.
First, she opened Sharon Davis Design. 
Then one day, a woman walked into her office 
and told Davis that her nonprofit, Women for 
Women International, based in Washington, 
D.C., needed a female architect. The project: 
a women’s center in Kayonza, Rwanda, that 
would help female survivors of the war start 
businesses to provide for their families.
Davis didn’t have to think long. “It was  
my first project, and I was very up front with 
the group on that,” she said. Even though  
she wouldn’t make a nickel from the work,  
she signed on.
Three and a half years later, the Women’s 
Opportunity Center opened on five acres 
in Kayonza. A rural paradise of gardens, 
leaf-shaped roofs, and rounded, open-brick 
buildings that, when lit, shimmer like fire-
flies at night, it boasts 450,000 bricks that the 
Kayonzan women crafted carefully by hand, 
from clay dug at the site. The brickmaking was 
yet another opportunity to learn a new skill,  
an exercise that takes place daily at the center.
The complex is remarkable in a number  
of ways. The roofs collect rainwater, saving  
the women hours of toting it from distant– 
and often dirty–sources. Solar-powered filtra-
tion systems purify the water, which is stored 
for cooking and consumption. Composting  
toilets create fertilizer for the fields and  
gardens. Classrooms provide space for learn-
ing, and a working farm is training the women 
to grow produce, which they sell at an on- 
site marketplace.
Serene, sincere, and determined, Davis  
has spent a lifetime helping–someone some-
where somehow. She has served on the board 
of The Fresh Air Fund and was so involved  
she eventually adopted her third child 
through the organization. She has worked 
with the Natural Resources Defense Council, 
New York’s clean-water advocacy group 
Riverkeeper, and numerous other boards and 
organizations that support the disadvantaged 
and the environment.
Principal and owner of Sharon Davis Design 
on Perry Street in Manhattan, she works each 
day in a fourth-floor walk-up that is an archi-
tect’s dream. Large panes of glass overlook the 
old-brick charm of the West Village; bookcases 
are filled with scale models of present and past 
projects, sculptures, architecture books, and  
an unlikely copy of The One-Minute Manager; 
and long tables hold plans and concepts for 
future projects.
It is a far cry from the traumatized coun-
try of Rwanda, from the careworn faces of 
the Rwandan women she faced when she first 
arrived almost four years ago, in the poorest 
region of an impossibly impoverished country. 
“I understood why I was passionate about 
the project much more when I saw it actually 
finished,” she said. “It was really, 
really satisfying … satisfying to be 
able give something of myself to 
these women. It was very personal 
and kind of addictive.”
Highly addictive, evidently. She 
is now devoting 75 percent of her 
time to what is termed “public 
interest design.” After the Rwandan 
project, she started the Big Future 
Group (www.bigfuturegroup.org) 
with the project’s hydrologist and landscape 
architect, committing to finding funding and 
completing more projects like the Women’s 
Opportunity Center.
She is working on a hospital project in  
rural Nepal and has started a project of her 
own, restoring a church in Kigali, Rwanda, 
where thousands were killed in a massacre 
after being told they would find refuge there. 
The interior has not been dismantled; within 
are human remains, clothing, shoes, identity 
cards, and the conjured images of that brutal 
day when so many lost their lives. “I think it’s 
critical to genocide prevention,” she said.  
“We have to make sure there are ways that  
people outside of the country remember  
what happened and that the generation  
growing up remembers, too.” 
Sharon  
Davis ’82, P’12 
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The Women’s 
Opportunity 
Center in 
Kayonza, 
Rwanda
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TRINITY TRIUMPHS
FOR MORE BANTAM NEWS, VISIT athletics.trincoll.edu.
Head field hockey coach 
Anne Parmenter 
addresses the team.
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ATHLETICS
FOOTBALL
The Bantam football team, coached 
by Jeff Devanney, had another strong 
season, winning five games or more for 
the 13th year in a row and ending at 5-3. 
Senior tri-captain C Joe Magardino 
was named to the Associated Press 
Little All-American Third Team, the 
American Football Coaches Association 
Division III All-American Team, the 
USA College Football All-American 
First Team, the D3Football.com 
All-East Region First Team, and the 
Eastern College Athletic Conference 
(ECAC) Division III North All-Star 
Team, and repeated on the New 
England Football Writers Association 
Division II/III New England All-Star 
Team. Junior P Kyle Pulek was named 
to the D3Football.com All-East Region 
Third Team and the ECAC Division 
III North All-Star First Team, while 
senior FB Michael Budness graced 
the ECAC Division III North All-Star 
Second Team. For the second straight 
season, the team produced the NESCAC 
Rookie of the Year, first-year OL Chris 
Simmons. Eleven Bantams earned All-
NESCAC accolades. Seniors Budness, 
LB Rob Gau, RB Chudi Iregbulem, 
Magardino, and LB Tom Szymanski 
joined junior DL Lyle Baker and Pulek 
on the All-Conference First Team. DB 
Mike Mancini and LB Mike Weatherby, 
both senior tri-captains, joined senior 
WR Chris Ragone and junior OL 
Matthew Porter on the All-Conference 
Second Team. Mancini earned College 
Sports Information Directors of 
America (CoSIDA) Academic All-
District honors for the second time in 
his career and was named a Capital One 
Academic  All-American and a National 
Football Foundation National Scholar-
Athlete (please see page 39).
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
The Trinity men’s cross country 
 team enjoyed another success-
ful fall season as the team produced 
To see our fall sports highlights video, please visit commons.trincoll.edu/reporter.
Sophie Doering ’15
FIELD HOCKEY
The Trinity field hockey team, under the direction of 14th-year head coach 
Anne Parmenter, had one of its most successful seasons in recent mem-
ory. The Bantams finished the year with a 13-4 overall record and entered the 
New England Small College Athletic Conference (NESCAC) Championship 
Tournament as the No. 3 seed with an 8-2 mark in league play. Trinity quali-
fied for the postseason tournament for the 10th time and the ninth year in a row 
and advanced to the NESCAC Semifinals for the first time since 2011 with a 4-1 
victory at home versus Williams in the opening round of the tournament. The 13 
victories marked the highest win total for the Bantams since the 2009 campaign 
when they finished 15-2. It was a season to remember as Trinity captured three of 
the four major awards bestowed by the league. Parmenter became the first coach 
in program history to be named the NESCAC Coach of the Year, while senior 
defender Sophie Doering was named as the league’s defensive player of the year 
and first-year forward Kelcie Finn was honored as the conference’s rookie of the 
year. Two other Bantams joined Doering and Finn on the All-NESCAC Team 
as junior goalkeeper Sophie Fitzpatrick made the First Team and senior mid-
fielder Catherine Read was named to the Second Team. Finn also was hon-
ored as the Synapse Sports National Division III Field Hockey Rookie of 
the Year. Finn, Doering, and Fitzpatrick were each named to the 2014 
Longstreth/National Field Hockey Coaches Association Division 
III All-American First Team and the Synapse Sports 
Division III All-American Teams. 
Joe Magardino ’15
Patrick Hoagland ’16
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ATHLETICS
particularly strong showings at 
the Trinity Invitational, the Blazer 
Invitational, and the ECAC Division 
III Championships. The Bantams, 
coached by George Suitor, recorded 
a pair of top-two finishes and three 
other top-10 results during the season. 
Junior co-captain Patrick Hoagland 
repeated on the All-ECAC Team, and 
first-year Brayden Beardsley made his 
debut on the All-ECAC squad.
WOMEN’S CROSS 
COUNTRY
Trinity’s women’s cross country team, 
also coached by George Suitor, had 
a successful fall campaign, high-
lighted by a top-five finish at the ECAC 
Division III Championships. The 
Bantams also won a pair of invitational 
meets, taking the season-opening 
Trinity College Invitational and the 
Blazer Invitational. First-year Morgan 
Sullivan finished eighth at the ECAC 
Division III Championships to earn 
All-ECAC distinction. In the meet, 
Trinity had five competitors in the top 
60, and all seven runners came across 
among the top 71 in the race.
MEN’S SOCCER
Trinity’ men’s soccer team, under 
head coach Mike Pilger, finished the 
season with a 7-6-2 overall record and 
a 2-6-2 mark in NESCAC action to 
finish ninth in the league for the sec-
ond straight season. Once again, the 
Bantams were impressive in noncon-
ference play, going 5-0-0 in out-of-
league games this fall. Sophomore 
forward Cody Savonen was named to 
the All-NESCAC Second Team after 
finishing second on the team in goals 
and points.  
WOMEN’S SOCCER
The Trinity women’s soccer team, 
coached by Michael Smith, finished 
with an 8-7-1 overall record and a 
4-5-1 mark in NESCAC action to earn 
eighth place and a bid in the NESCAC 
Championship Tournament. Senior 
forward Karyn Barrett was Academic 
All-District and became the first 
Trinity soccer player to be named as a 
Capital One Academic All-American 
when she was named to the Division 
III Third Team. Barrett was joined 
by classmate Elisa Dolan on the All-
NESCAC Second Team.
GOLF
The Bantam golf team, coached 
by Matt Greason, finished third in 
the NESCAC Golf Championship 
Qualifying Tournament at Skenandoa 
Golf Club to advance to the NESCAC 
Championships in the spring. The 
team was paced by first-year Nate 
Choukas, who tied for second place 
and was honored as the NESCAC 
Rookie of the Year. Choukas also 
was named to the All-NESCAC 
First Team, while seniors Nick 
Buenaventura and Greg Palmer and 
junior Jeff Durkin each graced the 
Second Team. 
VOLLEYBALL
Trinity’s volleyball team, led by  
head coach Jen Bowman, finished 
the season with a 13-11 overall 
record and qualified for the NESCAC 
Championship Tournament as the No. 
8 seed with a 4-6 mark in conference 
contests. The Bantams qualified for 
postseason play for the ninth time in 
the past 10 seasons. The team opened 
the year with a three-game winning 
streak and later in the season reeled  
off five straight victories. For the sec-
ond straight season, junior outside  
hitter Kate Giddens earned All-
NESCAC recognition.
Morgan Sullivan ’18
Tim Shea ’15
Elisa Dolan ’15
Greg Palmer ’15
Kate Giddens ’16
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ATHLETICS
MANCINI NAMED NATIONAL
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE
Trinity College football tri-captain and Academic All-
American defensive back Mike Mancini was named as a 
National Football Foundation National Scholar-Athlete, 
only the second Trinity football player to receive the honor. 
Mancini, a senior neuroscience major, and 16 other finalists 
vied for the prestigious William V. Campbell Trophy, given 
annually to the nation’s top scholar-athlete in all of college 
football. As a finalist, Mancini received an $18,000 scholarship 
toward postgraduate study and an additional $5,000 prize for 
Trinity’s faculty athletics representative to go toward aca-
demic support for the College’s Athletic Department.
REMEMBERING 
BILL DETRICK
Trinity College lost a beloved member of  
its community on September 19, 2014, 
as Bill Detrick, former head coach of the 
Bantam golf team, passed away at the  
age of 87. This past fall, Trinity renamed  
its annual golf tournament in honor of its 
longtime head coach.
Detrick was the NESCAC Golf Coach of 
the Year three times (2001, 2006, 2007) 
and spent 23 seasons (1991-2013) at the 
helm of the Trinity golf program. He arrived 
at Trinity in the spring of 1991 after a 
29-year career as the head men’s basket-
ball coach at nearby Central Connecticut 
State University (CCSU), where the gymna-
sium bears his name, and built the Trinity 
golf team into one of the most successful 
Division III programs in New England. 
During his tenure, the Bantams qualified 
for seven NESCAC Championship 
Tournaments, winning the league 
title and qualifying for the NCAA 
Division III Championships in 
2009-2010, and Trinity golfers 
claimed NESCAC Player of the 
Year honors in six of his final 
eight years. In Detrick’s final 
campaign, the Bantams won the 
2012 NESCAC Fall Qualifying 
Tournament, earning the right to host the 
championship tourney in the spring, and 
finished as the 2013 NESCAC Championship 
Runner-Up. 
In 2009, Detrick received the prestigious 
Gordon McCullough Award for his lifetime 
coaching contributions to collegiate golf. 
He is the all-time winningest basketball 
coach at CCSU, his alma mater, with 468 
career victories and led the Blue Devils 
to the NCAA Division II Championship 
Tournament six times.
“Whether at Central or at Trinity, Bill was 
at his core an educator. He cared deeply 
about each and every student he coached/
taught, and he taught more than just a 
sport–he taught life,” Trinity Director of 
Athletics Mike Renwick said. “He and his 
family will always be members of the Trinity 
family, and he will be sorely missed.”
Detrick received his bachelor’s degree in 
business education from CCSU in 1950 and 
went on to earn a master’s degree in guid-
ance from New York University. During his 
undergraduate days, he starred in football, 
basketball, and baseball.
For more about Bill Detrick, please visit 
commons.trincoll.edu/reporter. 
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For more about Mike Mancini, please visit  
commons.trincoll.edu/reporter. 
EXTRAORDINARY  
GRADUATES START  
WITH EXTRAORDINARY  
FACULTY.
Principal Lecturer in Chemistry Janet Morrison 
mentors Heather Loring ’15, who is double majoring in 
biochemistry and biology, in a state-of-the-art laboratory 
at the College. Morrison has been instrumental in 
shaping the lives of Trinity students since 1997.
Your generosity helps support our faculty and 
students, making opportunities such as this one 
possible. Make your gift today.
Visit www.trincoll.edu/givingtotrinity, or call (800) 771-6184.
Nonprofit Org
U.S. Postage 
PAID
Burlington VT 05401
Permit 397
300 SUMMIT STREET
HARTFORD, CT 06106-3100
